[image: image2.jpg]RYLE :

wn\{_ wm’r Yo Krow. |-

. & *




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Judy Anderson

PlatteForum

2006 Mayor’s Award for Excellence in the Arts
303.893.0791

Email – judy@platteforum.org
Website – www.platteforum.org
Good Grief – an exploration of loss.
Andrea Moore + Joan Farley Academy
February 15, 2011: Creative Resident Andrea Moore culminates her eight-week residency with two evenings of poetry, performance, and visual art complimented by slam poetry by teens from Joan Farley Academy.
Good Grief is a one-woman performance and exhibit Andrea created in response to the death of her father four years ago.  The material reflects on personal and cultural perceptions of grief with a particular emphasis on the pressure in American culture to make sense of loss and rebound quickly. Andrea stretches this notion to its extreme, using graphs, numerical data, and information batching to visually quantify an experience that defies linear expression.  She also employs performance poetry and storytelling to connect the dots and give context to the visual art.

Andrea’s creative process mirrors her own grief experience: in the moment, the work is reactionary, disconnected, and responsive.  Only in hindsight is it possible to make “sense” of the journey and isolate themes and through lines. The writing and performance explore two main tensions – our infinite desires cannot be satisfied by finite resources, and grief flares when our core assumptions and expectations are replaced by reality.  The work is bolstered by photographs exploring these themes, including portraits of children in Uganda who have been orphaned, primarily by AIDS, as well as portraits of Andrea’s father in the final days of his illness and of his body after his passing.

During her residency, Andrea led an intense series of poetry workshops with eleven amazing teens from Joan Farley Academy. The workshops guided the teenagers in developing, editing, and performing their own slam poems. Andrea’s goal was for each student to work toward developing a single, memorized slam poem that they could perform at any of the various open mics around the city. The process was amazing to watch as the youth each expressed their unique voices through poetry. Slam poetry is a powerful art form that resonates through the space, filling the gallery with passion, angst and possibilities.

PERFORMANCE + RECEPTION: Thursday, March 3 and Friday March 4, 6 – 8:30 pm;

Slam Poetry by Joan Farley Academy students at 6:30; Good Grief by Andrea Moore at 7:00pm
EXHIBITION:  visual art exhibition continues through March 25, 2011
Monday-Friday, noon - 4:00 pm or by appointment, 303.893.0791
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About the Artist

Andrea Moore is a poet, performance artist, and photographer who holds a B.F.A. in Theatre Studies from Boston University.  She has been recognized as Denver’s best photographer by Channel 7's A-List, and she has competed at the national level in slam poetry.  Art compels action, and Andrea believes that active participation – in her community and beyond – is critical. She practices a variety of creative mediums so her perspective remains fresh.  She also aims to empower other artists and provide them with opportunities to do their work, striving to connect them with community members so more people can benefit from access to creative thinking. Andrea is interested in using language to reveal truth and give context to emotional experiences.

About The Joan Farley Academy at the Third Way Center
Third Way Center is a residential treatment and education for troubled teens and families, offering quality foster care placement and community outreach since 1970. The late Joan Farley, one of the first social workers at Third Way Center, was instrumental in forming the first Third Way Center School. The Joan Farley Academy (JFA) is housed at the KW Brill Center and is a hub of activity. School programs provide small classrooms, masters level, certified special education teachers, core courses, elective courses, service learning opportunities, athletic programs and community events. Every year more than 40 youth graduate with high school diplomas from state-approved educational programs.
About PlatteForum  

Every good life is built on a handful of epiphanies—moments of deep insight when the light comes on and you see what is possible for you.  PlatteForum teams contemporary artists with small groups of young people from underserved urban neighborhoods to plan, produce and exhibit a collaborative body of work. PlatteForum was created to answer the critical need for learning through the arts for Denver's underserved and at-risk youth. In doing so, PlatteForum gives kids a chance to work side by side with master artists who model the outlook and skills required to build a productive and satisfying life. These creative residencies offer exciting opportunities for working artists to create new work and provide a learning-by-doing experience for young people that can open up a new sense of what is possible.
Location 
PlatteForum is located at 1610 Little Raven St., Suite 135 in Riverfront Park, Denver.

 
Call to schedule a free tour. 

Information about PlatteForum and the Creative Residency Program can be found online at http://www.platteforum.org or by calling 303.893.0791.
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