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Homage…to Judith Jamison and the Earth

Li Hardison

+

Colfax Community Network & ArtLab Jr’s



Work-in-progress
Denver, CO—December 4, 2008 — During her two-month residency at PlatteForum, Li Hardison completed the clay sculpture Homage to Judith Jamison that will be cast into bronze in the coming months. The sculpture honors Jamison, an American dancer and choreographer, best known as the artistic director of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. Born in 1943, Jamison began studying dance at age 6, and went on to dance with the American Ballet Theater, Alvin Ailey Company, Mikhail Baryshnikov and, eventually became the artist director of the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. A recipient of the National Medal of Arts, Kennedy Center Honors, prime time Emmy Award, and author of "Dancing Spirit", in 1993. Homage to Judith Jamison is the first in a series of tributes to black women artists who have inspired so many. As a child Hardison found her inspiration from celebrated sculptor and aunt Inge Hardison. “With this new series, I want to do for children what was done for me by my aunt who embodies the ‘I can’ in her life,” states Hardison.
Hardison is a figurative sculptor, obsessed with rendering the planes and lines that are the magnificence of the human form. As a sculptor she hopes to convey faith, resoluteness, perseverance through struggle as well as to express a sense of the sacred in the human. “There have been numerous images painted and photographed of Jamison, but, to my knowledge, no one has sculpted a piece in the round of this magnificent dancer.” Homage is based on a 1971 image of Jamison from the dance Cry, created for her by Alvin Ailey, and is dedicated to all black women, especially our mothers. The dance and performance was a gift from Ailey to his mother.

Homage stands 32 inches high, with an arm spread of 32” and sweeping skirt that is delicately sculpture from the clay. To transform the 1971 photo into a three-dimensional form, Hardison photographed Antoinette Barbor in dozens of poses that guided the artist as she worked.

When completed in bronze, (2009) the swirling dress will be milky white in contrast to the chocolate brown of Jamison’s skin.

During her residency Hardison worked with twelve youth, ages 9-11, creating relief sculptures. Beginning with handpicked images by the children, youth from Colfax Community Network and ArtLab Jr’s learned techniques in drawing, sculpting and painting. The students have fallen in love with mother earth during their time spent at PlatteForum.  Buffalo, flamingos, tigers, snakes and bears roam in relief sculptures representing the students’ favorite and most cherished creature of the earth. Using plasteline clay, algenate molds, and plaster casts, each participant created two relief sculptures included in the exhibition Homage to the Earth. 
Opening Reception: Thursday, December 18, 5:30 – 8 pm

Exhibition: December 18 – January 9, 2009 

Tuesday-Saturday, noon - 4:00 pm or by appointment, 303.893.0791

Free and open to the public 
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About the Artist

Li Hardison is a native of Harlem, NY and the niece of celebrated sculptor and Harlemite Inge Hardison. She spent a great deal of time in her aunt’s studio as a child. It was a place “peopled” with figures and heads in various stages of completion. Inspired, she began her sculpting work as a teen, learning technical skills while working at one of the largest bronze-casting foundries in the US, and studying with master artists Paul Moore and Ed Dwight. She has since created a body of work that includes both public and private commissions and been involved in numerous monumental public art installations across the country. She recently completed a relief of Barack Obama that is on display at the African American Research Library. An edition of bronze medallion coins were cast inscribed with the words “I know a change is goona come…oh yes, it will” from the song by Sam Cook. Hardison states: “this song reaches into my soul and squeezes my heart.”

About Colfax Community Network

The overall mission of CCN is to advocate for and work on behalf of children and families residing in low-income, transient housing (primarily residential motels) along Colfax Avenue. By providing information, services and programs they strengthen and improve family and community life. Many families in metropolitan Denver resort to motel living as a temporary solution to homelessness. While motels do provide immediate shelter, the high cost of motel rent and the inability to secure the necessary funds for permanent housing often hold families in the "motel trap."  Overcrowding, poor sanitation, inadequate kitchen facilities, and lack of safety create tremendous stress for these families. Children, especially, suffer in this environment, dramatically increasing their chances for poor health, low self-esteem, school failure, gang involvement and violent victimization.   Motel residents who are concerned with the safety of their children generally have no choice but to confine their kids to their motel rooms or in the motel parking lots in the hours after school.  Less fortunate children are left to fend for themselves. 

Location 
PlatteForum is located at 1610 Little Raven St., Suite 135 in Riverfront Park, Denver.

 
Call to schedule a free tour. 

Information about PlatteForum and the Creative Residency Program can be found online at http://www.platteforum.org or by calling 303.893.0791.
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PlatteForum

Youth. Artists. Community.

Transform lives through art.

We Believe:

Through the creative process, PlatteForum gives hope and direction to underserved youth who collaborate with master artists from around the world.  This experience transforms the lives of the youth, the artists and the community.   

