WRITERS WORKSHOTP

’) BIENNIAL OF
" THE AMERICAS

. youth. artists. community. “
For Immediate Release

CONTACT: Michael Henry (303)-297-1185
Biennial residency comes to life with readings, celebration

Denver CO — July 21, 2010: PlatteForum and Lighthouse Writers Workshop are pleased to
announce that the opening of their collaborative Biennial Exhibition, Here at Home: 6 Artists
is slated for Thursday, August 5, and will entail a tour of the artists’ work, along with a dynamic
literary reading by local writers of all ages and site-specific performance.

“It’s an exciting opportunity for a variety of different communities to come together and explore
these themes,” says PlatteForum Executive Director Judy Anderson. “Not only have the artists
embarked on the creative process as a group, but each artist has engaged the community at large
for inspiration—through interviews, video recording, even scavenger hunts for raw materials. In
addition, several local poets have had the opportunity to enter the conversation, by viewing the
artwork as it’s been created, and then offering their own creative response.”

What: Opening Reception, Here at Home: 6 Artists

When: Thursday, August 5, 3 to 8 PM (Readings/performances begin at 6 PM)
Where:Riverfront Park Suites #135, 120 and 170

Other: Free and open to the public. Part of Denver’s 2010 Biennial of the Americas
Exhibition continues through August 27, Wednesday through Sunday, noon to 4pm.

About the Exhibition: Here at Home: 6 Artists is a collaboration between Lighthouse Writers
Workshop and Platteforum. The artists were chosen and gathered together to respond to the
2010 Biennial themes of Innovation, Sustainabilitfhe Artsand Community.

2010 Biennial Residents

Christopher Hecker + Rachel Smith Hecker, sculptor and writer
Tei Kobayashi, site-specific installation/performance

David Oceluti Garcia, muralist/sculptor

Tsehai Johnson, ceramic artist

Cara Lopez Lee, writer
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More on the artists’ work:

David Ocelotl Garcia, Life in Our Hands
David will be creating a 14 x 7 foot three-dimensional
canvas mural on-site—one that addresses his favorite

subjects of nature, struggle, and beauty. Suite 120.
(Sketch of mural)

Rachael and Christopher Hecker, Life Portraits:

Laura, Aztechan, Troy
The artists sat down with several community members and
listened as they shared their life stories From there, Rachel
extracted key moments and created a written record. (A
sampling: Fat at any size. Food as poison and pain and
white-knuckled control. A fouyearold on her first die.
This writing will serve as a blueprint to guide Christopher in
creating three large abstract sculptures, each installed in

their own room articulated with words, color and forms expressing their stories. Suite 170.
(Christopher working on one of the sculptures)

Tsehai Johnson, Sustenance/Sustain

Tsehai has been busy interviewing volunteers about their
eating habits and “rules” about food consumption. These
interactions serve as fodder for her ceramic work, which
will grace the community table for the exhibition and serve
as a map of the process. On July 27 a live performance,
Table Lessonsakes place on the plaza in Riverfront Park,
near Suite 170, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. Twenty-four
participants will dine on tables in the plaza at the west base

of Millennium Bridge. Suite 170.
(Detail of three plates)

Tei Kobayashi, Remembering the
Forgotten: Sheltered Vision

Tei is constructing a large, sculptural
shelter from discarded materials
(including a 150 year-old collapsed
mountain cabin that she found), and will
use it to house video stories of homeless
persons she has interviewed in Denver. : '
Salvaged tree trunks, found objects and rusted nails fortify the shelter As of today, three
walls/pillars are up with three more to come and the 250 year-old bonsai being moved into




place. The completed structure is installed in PlatteForum’s courtyard, is made possible by an

army of dedicated volunteers including architects, artists and donors. Suite 135 courtyard.
(Work in process)

Cara Lopez Lee,
Homes Within,
Communities
Without

Cara has been
collaborating with
Audrey, a young
homeless woman, as they record their video diaries of their lives and communities in which
they live. The completed video diaries will be projected on both sides of a free-standing door,
as a metaphor for stepping into each of their lives. These videos will explore the idea of home
and community, looking for connections and contrasts in these two—supposedly very

different—women’s lives. Suite 170.
(Work in process)
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This program is supported in part by grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and
SCFD Tier III.

All work is sited by PlatteForum in Riverfront Park, situated at the base of the Millennium
Bridge in Downtown Denver,

Suites 120, 135 and 170
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High-resolution images are available on request.



